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INTRODUCTION 

A  study  of  the  population  and  economy  structure  of  Murfreesboro  has  two 
primary  purposes:   (1)  to  provide  a  general  inventory  and  appraisal  of  the 
present  population  and  existing  economy;  (2)  to  provide  qualitative  and  quan- 
titave  data  to  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  development  of  both  public  and  private 
policies  relating  to  the  future  land  development  of  the  community.   It  is  of 
course  obvious  that  an  analysis  of  existing  conditions  and  circumstances  as 
well  as  past  happenings  is  easily  compiled  whereas  projections  into  the  future 
are  difficult  if  not  at  best  "guesstimates." 

Similar  to  the  old  adage  "No  man  is  an  island..."  likewise  is  a  community 
not  divorced  from  its  environs.  Thus  it  is  essential  when  considering  data 
relative  to  population  and  economy  regarding  Murfreesboro  to  consider  also  the 
political  units  of  the  township,  county  and  in  some  instances  the  state.  This 
study  of  the  larger  area  is  necessary  to  portray  the  relationship  which  exists 
between  the  areas  and  show  change  on  a  comparative  basis. 

Before  adequate  preparation  and  planning  for  the  future  of  an  area  or 
community  is  undertaken,  it  is  necessary  to  analyze  existing  conditions  and 
attempt  to  pinpoint  present  deficiencies  and  strong  points  in  the  area's 
population-economic  make-up.   Projections  for  the  future  may  then  be  made 
realizing:   (1)   the  forces  of  the  past  which  produced  the  existing  conditions 
will  continue  to  influence  the  future  and  (2)   what  opportunities  exist  for  the 
future  might  exist. 

It  is  important  before  any  long  range  plans  for  the  future  of  Murfreesboro 
are  prepared  a  reasonably  accurate  estimate  relating  to  the  future  population 
and  economy  be  made;  for  it  is  upon  the  expected  population  and  economy  that 
plans  for  utilization  of  land  and  community  facilities  be  prepared.   This 
segment  of  the  report  will  attempt  to  a  certain  extent  to  summarize  existing 
conditions  and,  to  a  limited  degree,  make  projections  for  the  future. 


TABLE  I  -  POPULATION  DATA:   1900-1960 
EOR 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 


North  Carolina    Hertford  County 


Mur  f r eesboro 
Township 
( exc luding 
Town) 


Murf reesboro 


1900 


1,893,810 
2,206,287 

16.57. 
2,559,  123 

16.0% 
3  ,  170,276 

2  3.9% 
3  ,571,623 

12,7% 
4,061,929 

13.7% 
4, 556, 155 

12.2% 


14,294 
15,436 

8.0% 
16,294 

5.6% 
17, 542 

7.7% 
19,352 

10.3% 
21,453 

10.9% 
22,718 

5.9% 


1,722 
1,589 

-7.7% 
1,888 

18.8% 
1,980 

4.9% 
2,116 

6.9% 
2,259 

6.8% 
2,  538 

12.4% 


657 
809 

2  3.1% 
621 

-23.2% 
1,000 

61.0% 
1,  550 

5  5.0% 
2,140 

3  8.1% 
2,643 

2  3.5% 


1910 

7o  Increase 
for  Decade 


1920 

%  Increase 
for  Decade 


1930 

%  Increase 
for  Decade 


19  40 

°L    Increase 
for  Decade 


1950 

%  Increase 
for  Decade 


1960 

"L    Increase 
for  Decade 
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POPULATION 
OVERALL  POPULATION 

Reference  to  Table  I  reveals  the  past  population  by  ten  year  periods  not  only 
for  Murfreesboro  but  also  the  township,  Hertford  County,  and  State  from  1900  to 
1960.   Except  for  the  decade  from  1910  to  1920,  Murfreesboro  has  shown  a  steady 
increase  in  population  over  the  past  sixty  years.   It  can  be  said  there  are 
basically  four  means  by  which  a  community  or  area  may  increase  in  population. 
They  are  through:   (1)  natural  population  increase,  i.e.,  net  increase  in  the 
actual  number  of  births  over  the  actual  deaths  in  a  given  period  of  time;  (2)  net 
immigration,  people  from  other  places  moving  into  the  community;  (3)  a  change  in 
the  political  boundary  (which  would  be  annexation)  to  encompass  more  people;  and 
(4)  a  change  in  census  techniques  (more  about  this  later).   Probably  the  preferred 
method  for  growth  is  through  a  sizable  net  immigration  since  this  shows  the 
community  is  progressing  and  has  something  to  offer  "outsiders." 

What  has  been  the  primary  method  or  methods  of  Mur f reesboro  '  s  expansion, 
especially  during  the  1940  to  1960  period?   Murfreesboro  has  shown  an  increase 
in  population  chiefly  because  of  the  natural  population  increase,  changes  in 
Its  political  boundary  and  a  change  in  census  techniques.   However,  this  is  not 
to  say  that  no  in-mlgration  has  taken  place  because  it  has;  but  there  has  been 
no  sizable  permanent  net  in-migration  in  the  past  twenty-three  years.   Although 
no  accurate  records  are  available  to  determine  the  precise  number  of  expected 
natural  population  increase  during  the  1940  to  1960  period,  data  from  the  1960's 
has  shown  that  this  increase  would  probably  have  been  about  22  per  year.   Using 
this  per  annum  figure  it  is  estimated  the  increase  for  a  ten  year  period  attri- 
buted to  the  expected  natural  population  would  thus  be  220.   A  change  in  a  census 
technique  should  be  mentioned  since  this  change  involved  the  enumeration  method 
of  college  students  and  thus  would  have  a  bearing  on  the  population  of  Murfreesboro 
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with  Chowan  College  located  there.   In  the  census  periods  prior  to  1950  college 
students  were  enumerated  with  their  home  town  population.   Whereas,  beginning  in 
1950,  students  have  been  enumerated  at  their  place  of  residence  during  the  census 
poll;  that  is,  with  the  population  in  the  town  where  the  college  itself  is 
located.   Thus,  in  the  1950  census,  the  entire  college  enrollment  (141)  was 
tabulated  as  living  in  Murfreesboro  when  actually  the  town  will  receive  very  few 
p  ermanent  residences  from  this  group.   In  figuring  the  population  attributable 
to  the  college  In  the  1960  censois,  one  must  subtract  the  1950  enrollment  from  the 
1960  figure  (453-141)  to  obtain  the  net  enrollment  change  and  therefore  population 
change  for  the  town.   This  net  1960  total,  then,  was  plus  312.   It  should  also 
be  mentioned  there  was  a  sizable  annexation  about  1947  which  incorporated  land 
to  the  southwest  of  the  town  but  this  added  few  people  to  the  town. 

The  following  Data  gives  an  estimate  of  the  population  increase  from 
1940  to  1950  and  attempts  to  attribute  this  increase  to  the  various  means  of 
population  growth. 


DATA  1 


YEAR 


POPULATION 


ACTUAL  CHANGE 


Na  tura 1 
Population  Increase 
(Estimate) 


ATTRIBUTABLE  TO: 
Annexa  t  ion 


Census        Net 
Technique   Migration 
Change 


1940 

1,550 

1950 

2,140 

1960 

2,643 

+  550 
+  590 
+  503 


Slight 


220 
220 


+  141 
+312 


in 
+  229 
out 
-29 
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Referring  again  to  Table  I,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  town  is  increasing  at 
a  much  more  rapid  rate  than  either  the  township,  county  or  state.   This  is  in 
harmony  with  the  general  trend  of  a  more  rapid  increase  in  population  for  urban 
areas  than  for  rural  or  large  geographic  areas.   Paralleling  this  rapid  influx  of 
people  to  urban  areas  as  a  whole  has  been  the  development  of  the  planning  process. 
In  order  to  properly  prepare  for  urban  growth,  more  and  more  towns  and  cities 
have  seen  the  necessity  and  value  of  the  planning  process. 


TABLE    II    -    POPULATION    BY    AGE    GROUPS:  1970-1950 

FOR 

HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 

Murfreesboro  Township 

Hertford  County              (Excluding  Town)  Murfreesboro 

1950      1960      1970       1950      1960  1970       1950      1960      1970 

371  256       271 

385  243 

361  367       250 

270  420       419 

117  250 

113  376       143 

N.        145  145 

145  157 

146  296  178 
129  158 

70  170                  122 

83  139                    94 

62  69 

A.                       53  116                    57 

43  42 

24  28 

11  11 

10  6 


2,259  2,538  2,140  2,643 


0-4 

2,772 

2,855 

2  ,894 

5-9 

2,493 

2,811 

2,578 

10-14 

2,234 

2,720 

2,801 

15-19 

2,038 

2,301 

2,566 

20-24 

1,744 

1,293 

1,571 

25-29 

1,573 

1,  184 

1,392 

30-34 

1,555 

1,360 

1,044 

35-39 

1,413 

1,370 

1,048 

40-44 

1,179 

1,434 

1,259 

45-49 

974 

1,270 

1,233 

50-54 

897 

1,049 

1,271 

55-59 

769 

824 

1,078 

60-64 

582 

675 

798 

65-69 

547 

638 

688 

70-74 

348 

42  1 

486 

7  5-79 

286 

314 

360 

80-84 



120 

145 

8  5+ 

49 

79 

123 

18+ 

8,759 

9,826 

Median 

23.4 

22.6 

TOTAL 

21,453 

22,718 

23,335 
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TABLE  III  -  NON-WHITE  AGE  GROUPS:   1960 

FOR 
HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 

Murfreesboro  Township 


AGE 
GROUP 

H( 
Male 

srtf 

F 

ord  County 
ema 1 e     Total 

(Exc: 

Male 

I 'J  ding 
Fema 1 e 

Town) 

Total 

Male 

Murfreesboro 
Fema 1 e 

Total 

0-4 

981 

1 

,001 

1 

,982 

171 

139 

310 

65 

64 

129 

5-9 

944 

1 

,019 

1 

,963 

136 

186 

322 

60 

69 

129 

10-14 

900 

937 

1 

,837 

151 

161 

312 

49 

62 

111 

15-19 

685 

687 

1 

,372 

109 

117 

226 

35 

34 

69 

20-24 

348 

344 

692 

53 

41 

94 

22 

26 

48 

25-29 

277 

372 

649 

28 

55 

83 

29 

32 

61 

30-34 

343 

408 

751 

52 

62 

114 

25 

38 

63 

35-39 

330 

390 

720 

58 

59 

117 

32 

35 

67 

40-44 

391 

387 

778 

60 

55 

115 

37 

38 

75 

45-49 

319 

335 

654 

49 

48 

97 

24 

33 

57 

50-54 

253 

269 

522 

26 

20 

46 

24 

24 

48 

55-59 

194 

217 

411 

23 

34 

57 

13 

19" 

32 

60-64 

163 

166 

329 

28 

16 

44 

15 

16 

31 

65-69 

174 

150 

324 

18 

19 

37 

16 

9 

25 

70-74 

96 

97 

193 

10 

11 

21 

2 

8 

10 

7  5+ 

100 

123 

223 

7 

8 

15 

9 

8 

17 

18+ 
Median 

3,278 
18.1 

3 

,446 
18.6 

6 

,724 

451 
16.4 

459 
16.3 

258 
24.4 

293 

25.4 

551 

Tota  1 

6,498 

6 

,902 

13 

,400 

1,031 

979 

2,010 

457 

515 

972 
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TABLE  IV  -  NUMBER  AND  RATIO  OF  MALES  TO  FEMALES 

BY 
AGE  GROUPS,  RACE  AND  SEX:   1960  FOR  MURFREESBORO 


AGE 

Tota  1 

Tota  1 

Ratio 

White 

White 

Ratio 

Nonwhi  t e 

Nonwh  i  t  e 

Ratio 

GROUP 

Males 

Fema 1 e  s 

Males 

Fema 1 es 

Males 

Fema les 

0-4 

133 

138 

96.4 

68 

74 

91.9 

65 

64 

101.6 

5-9 

128 

115 

111.3 

68 

46 

147.8 

60 

69 

87.0 

10-14 

120 

130 

92.3 

71 

68 

104.4 

49 

62 

79.0 

15-19 

247 

172 

143.6 

212 

138 

153.6 

35 

34 

102.9 

20-24 

160 

90 

177.8 

138 

64 

215.6 

22 

26 

84.6 

25-29 

73 

70 

104.3 

44 

38 

115.8 

29 

32 

90.6 

30-34 

68 

77 

88.3 

43 

39 

110.3 

25 

38 

65.8 

35-39 

77 

80 

96.3 

45 

45 

100.0 

32 

35 

91.4 

40-44 

88 

90 

97.8 

51 

52 

98.  1 

37 

38 

97.4 

45-49 

73 

85 

85.9 

49 

52 

94.2 

24 

33 

72.7 

50-54 

57 

65 

87*7 

33 

41 

80.5 

24 

24 

100.0 

55-59 

42 

52 

80.8 

29 

33 

87.9 

13 

19 

68.4 

60-64 

37 

32 

115.6 

22 

16 

137.5 

15 

16 

93.8 

65+ 

64 

80 

80.0 

37 

55 

67.3 

27 

25 

108.0 

TOTAL   1,367 


1,276 


107.  1 


910 


761 


119.6 


457 


515 


;.7 
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POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS 

Age  Group  s 

Table  II  and  III  presents  population  data  broken  down  Into  age  groups  by 
totals  and  non-white  respectively  by  the  county,  township  (excluding  Mur f r eesboro ) 
and  Murfreesboro  for  1960.   This  data  is  extremely  important  because  it  portrays 
what  per  cent  each  age  group  composes  of  the  total  population.   This  table 
together  with  comparable  data  for  previous  census  periods  can  establish  trends 
showing  what  age  groups  are  entering,  leaving  and  remaining  in  the  study  area. 
Age  groups  furnish  indices  of  numerous  trends  in  the  community.   Take,  for 
Instance,  the  extremely  high  percentage  of  the  population  of  Murfreesboro  in 
the  age  categories  15  to  24,   This  would  indicate  an  influx  of  young  people  for 
some  definite  reason  and  in  Mur fr eesboro  '  s  case,  it  is  because  of  the  college. 
But  note,  too,  the  percentage  drops  significantly  after  this  age  group  which 
would  mean  these  college  students  do  not  remain  in  Murfreesboro  after  finishing 
college  to  seek  employment  and  live.   But  the  figures  do  indicate  the  majority 
of  the  prime  working  age  population  for  the  township  reside  in  Murfreesboro. 

This  data  also  points  out  a  serious  deficiency  existing  in  the  town  because 
it  has  failed  to  attract  and  keep  age  groups  which  are  very  vital  to  both  its 
natural  population  Increase  capabilities  and  its  economy.   These  figures  show 
that  there  was  actually  a  decline  of  112  residents  in  the  town's  child-bearing 
age  bracket  (ages  15  to  44)  from  1950  to  1960.   If  this  trend  continues,  it  is 
likely  fewer  children  will  be  born  and  thus  decrease  the  town's  growth  by  a 
lower  natural  population  increase.   In  this  same  decade  from  1950  to  1960  the 
town  had  only  a  slight  numerical  increase  in  the  working  age  group  (ages  15  to 
64).   This  absolute  Increase  of  twenty-two  citizens  amounted  to  a  percentage 
Increase  of  only   5.3  per  cent  compared  to  a  23.5  per  cent  increase  for  the 
town  as  a  whole.   These  aforementioned  facts  indicate  that  as  the  child-bearing 
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age  group  matures  and  passes  Into  the  4A  to  64  age  group  they  are  not  being 
replaced  either  by  the  towns  own  young  people  or  by  attracting  "outsiders"  in 
this  younger  age  group. 

Data  from  the  1960  census  shows  that  the  town's  population  is  becoming  "top 
and  bottom"  heavy  in  Its  age  group  structure.   For  instance,  take  the  age  group 
5  to  14  in  1950  which  would  be  ages  15  to  24  in  1960;  of  the  367  in  1950  after 
subtracting  the  college  enrollment,  there  were  only  216  left--or  a  loss  of  151. 
This  age  group  from  15  to  24  is  extremely  important  to  the  economy  of  the 
community  since  this  is  general[ly  the  ages  in  which  young  agults  are  beginning  a 
lifetime  of  work.   There  was  also  sharp  increase  in  the  1960  census  in  the  number 
of  residents  in  the  65+  age  group. 

S  ex 

Because  Murfreesboro  had  less  than  2,500  people  before  1960,  detailed 
information  relative  to  the  sex  composition  of  the  total  population  is  available 
only  for  one  (1960)  census  period.   The  most  pertinent  aspect  concerning  the 
determination  of  sex  in  the  population  is  to  determine  the  male-female  ratio 
and  also  investigate  the  number  of  females  in  the  child-bearing  age  groups. 

From  the  data  In  Table  IV  it  can  be  ascertained  that  the  male  to  female 
ratio  in  the  child-bearing  age  was  about  1.23  in  1960  for  Murfreesboro. 
Ordinarily  this  would  be  quite  unusual  to  have  this  many  more  males  than  females 
but  when  the  enrollment  at  Chowan  is  subtracted,  the  figure  is  a  more  realistic 
.80.   Another  figure  which  might  possibly  be  of  value  is  the  ratio  of  the  females 
In  the  child-bearing  age  category  to  the  total  population  for  Murfreesboro 
compared  with  that  of  the  county.   For  Murfreesboro  this  ratio  would  be  .146 
whereas  the  county  figure  is  .197.   It  might  possibly  be  valid,  therefore,  to 
say  Murfreesboro  is  not  retaining  enough  of  its  females  of  child-bearing  age. 
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Race 

Data  2  Illustrates  an  almost  constant  decrease  in  non-white  population  in 
the  county,  township,  and  town  for  the  past  twenty  years.   The  county  has  a 
considerably  higher  percentage  of  non-whites  than  does  Mur f r eesbor o ;  this  is 
probably  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  county  is  predominantly  rural  and 
has  a  lower  income  scale  than  the  urban  areas.   Since  the  non-white  population 
in  North  Carolina  characteristically  has  a  low  socio-economic  standing  they 
may  be  constrained  to  live  in  the  county  and  engage  in  subsistence  farming  and 
whatever  other  economic  opportunity  is  available.   The  county  did  not  numeri- 
cally lose  non-white  population  from  1940  to  1960,  but  when  their  natural 
population  increase  figures  are  considered  there  was  actually  an  out-migration 
of  about  2,900  from  1950  to  I960. 

Enough  data  is  not  available  on  the  township  to  validly  come  to  any  definite 
conclusions  regarding  the  trend  by  race.   Murfreesboro  Itself  (as  seen  in  Table  III) 
lost  a  goodly  percentage  of  its  non-white  population  from  1950  to  1960;  however, 
in  actual  numbers  It  did  not  lose  many.   These  percentage  figures  may  be  misleading 
if  one  does  not  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  whites 
are  moving  into  the  community  to  attend  college  thus  decreasing  the  percentage  of 
non-white  population.   But  on  the  other  hand,  the  non-white  population  is 
actually  out-migrating.   This  is  proven  by  the  actual  decrease  in  its  total 
population.   Realize,  too,  that  if  the  non-white  population  were  remaining,  their 
actual  numerical  number  would  substantially  increase  from  census  period  to  census 
period  because  of  their  natural  population  increase. 
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DATA  2 

TOTAL  POPULATION  BY  RACE  AND  PERCENTAGE 

FOR  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP,  AND  MURFREESBORO 

1940  1950  1960 

%  %  % 

White   Nonwhite   Nonwhlte      White   Nonwhite   Nonwhlte      White   Nonwhlte   Nonwhlte 

Total         19,352  2  1,453  22,718 

County     7,904    11,448       59.2       8,591    12,862       60.0       9,318    13,400      59.0 

Total  3,666  5,181 

Township    1,636     2,030       55.4  2,199     2,982      57.6 

Total  1,550  2,140  2,643 

Murfreesboro   844       706       45.5       1,159     1,003       46.9       1,671       972      36.8 


The  reason  for  the  ou t-migra t Ion  of  non-whites  Is  because  of  decreasing 
employment  opportunities  for  their  overall  job  skills  and  the  fact  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  non-white  population  is  in  the  process  of  migrating  to  more 
urban  areas  in  the  north. 
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TABLE  V  -  EMPLOYMENT  AND  PERCENTAGE  IN  VARIOUS  TYPE  INDUSTRIES:   1960 

FOR 
HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 


Murf r eesboro 


Total 

Agr leu  1 tur e 

M Inlng 

Construct  ion 

Durable  Manufacturing 

Lumber  and  Wood  Products 
Nondurable  Manufacturing 

Food 

Appare 1 

Transpor ta  t  ion 

Communication  Utility 

Wholesale  Trade 

Retail  Trade 

Business  and  Repair  Service 

Private  Households  and 
Personal  Service 

Educational  Service 

Other  Professions 

Public  Administration 

Other  and  New  Industry 


Hertford  County 

% 

Townshl 

P 

7. 

Mur 

f r eesb 

oro 

% 

7,055 

100 

650 

100 

997 

100 

1,834 

26.0 

201 

30.9 

69 

6.9 

47  5 

6.7 

34 

5.2 

98 

9.8 

926 

13.  1 

L3  9 

21.3 

155 

15.5 

827 

131 

20 

.1 

151 

15.1 

451 

6.4 

46 

7.1 

58 

5.8 

137 

27 

13 

1.3 

188 

11 

20 

2.0 

65 

.9 

4 

.6 

4 

.4 

84 

1.2 

5 

.8 

8 

.8 

248 

3.6 

12 

1.8 

11 

1.1 

1,  108 

15.7 

50 

7.7 

238 

23.9 

107 

1.5 

4 

.6 

24 

2.4 

692 

9.8 

93 

14.3 

84 

8.4 

465 

6.6 

13 

2,0 

144 

14.4 

226 

3.2 

7 

1.  1 

22 

2.2 

155 

2.2 

11 

1.7 

12 

1.2 

219 

3.1 

31 

4.8 

66 

6.6 
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ECONOMY 

BASIC  EMPLOYMENT 

Fundamental  in  any  study  of  an  area's  economy  is  an  investigation  of  Its 
"basic"  industry  or  businesses,  for  these  industries  are  the  pillars  of  its 
entire  economy.   Generally  speaking  there  are  two  types  of  business    activity: 
the  "base"  activities  and  "service"  activities.   A  basic  industry  or  business  may 
be  thought  of  as  those  which  "create"  wealth  by  selling  or  exporting  their  products 
and  services  to  people  living  outside  the  area.   Service  type  businesses  normally 
serve  only  to  cause  a  more  rapid  exchange  of  money  which  is  already  in  existence. 
There  would  be  little  or  no  demand  for  a  service-type  function  if  there  were  no 
base  foundation.   For  example,  the  ghost  towns  of  the  West  are  mute  testimony 
to  the  validity  of  this  base  and  service  relationship.   Mining  was  the  basic 
activity  in  the  towns;  in  response  to  the  demands,  stores,  saloons,  hotels, 
theaters,  blacksmith  shops  were  established.   When  the  mining  activity  stopped 
because  the  ore  source  was  depleted,  the  demands  for  service  activities  decreased 
and  soon  ghost  towns  existed  because  th'iere  was  no  money  being  brought  into  the 
area  . 

It  is  evident  to  the  reader  that  an  extremely  close  relationship  exists 
between  the  basic  employment  and  the  population  of  the  community.   An  increase 
in  employment  of  the  economic  base  activities  usually  brings  about  an  overall 
population  increase  in  the  area.   This  is  true  because  workers  in  service 
businesses  are  then  needed  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  area.   Although  it  is 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  because  of  the  variables  involved  to 
establish  a  direct  ratio  between  the  jobs  for  heads  of  families  in  basic  industry, 
employment  and  population,  a  CRUDE  figure  which  is  commonly  accepted  is  1  to  9. 
That  is,  for  every  new  job  filled  by  a  head  of  household  in  basic  industry,  the 
result  is  likely  to  be  an  increase  in  the  total  population  of  9  new  residents. 
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The  assumptions  In  this  theory  are  that  the  "average"  family  is  composed  of 
approximately  3  people  and  that  it  takes  two  people  employed  in  service  type 
business  to  furnish  services  to  one  person  and  his  family  who  is  engaged  in 
basic  employment.   Thus  each  new  employee  In  a  basic  industry  would  also  bring 
his  family  (two  dependents)  and  attract  two  service  related  personnel  together 
with  their  families;  totalling  these  would  result  in  an  increase  of  nine  people 
to  the  population. 

Another  factor  worth  noting  relative  to  the  ratio  is  the  salary  or  wages 
paid  by  the  "basic"  employers.   If  the  wage  scale  is  relatively  low  then  the 
economy  cannot  support  as  many  service  type  personnelo   And,  of  course,  if  the 
converse  were  true  in  regard  to  salary,  more  service  type  jobs  would  probably 
be  created.   These  factors  are  just  a  few  which  must  be  considered  when 
attempting  to  discuss  the  exact  quantitive  ratio  between  the  basic  and  service 
businesses  in  an  area. 

An  examination  of  the  "major"  basic  type  employers  will  be  made  here  to 
show  generally  how  each  functions  and  how  it  aids  the  community.   This  discussion 
should  not  be  confused  with  the  section  MAJOR  COMMITMENTS,   which  deals  primarily 
with  the  area's  largest  employments  in  the  various  types  of  industries. 

Riverside  Manufacturing  Company 

The  chief  basic  industry  in  Murfreesboro  and  the  township  is  the  wire  bound 
and  nailed  wooden  crate  business;  that  is.  Riverside  Manufacturing  Company,   This 
statement  can  be  validated  when  the  following  factors  are  considered:   its  total 
employment  (about  450),  the  number  of  people  in  related  business  it  Indirectly 
supports,  its  total  payroll  and  its  total  influence  on  the  community.   And  most 
certainly  it  meets  the  criterion  for  a  basic  industry  since  it  sells  its  finished 
products  throughout  the  nation.   Its  employees  have  a  wide  range  of  skill  and  hence 
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pay}  they  encompass  Che  company  owner,  a  number  of  managerial  personnel,  semi- 
skilled machine  operators,  laborers,  and  last  but  not  least,  a  number  of 
secretarial  positions.   So  the  company  has  some  highly,  average  and  below- 
average  paid  employees  which  reside  in  the  community  and  support  service  type 
businesses.   Although  data  is  not  available  on  its  overall  payroll,  it  is 
assumed  it  comprises  a  large  percentage  of  the  payroll  for  the  town.   It  should 
be  emphasized',  too,  that  the  Company  supports  a  number  of  persons  —  some  on  the 
local  level,  others  not — who  do  work  directly  or  indirectly  related  to  its 
processes.   For  instance:   men  in  the  field  to  ''harvest"  and  supply  the  lumber  for 
its  crates;  hardware  personnel  are  furnished  employment  since  a  great  deal  of 
wire  and  nails  are  needed;  and  employees  of  the  company  and  other  firms  to 
transport  the  basic  materials  to  the  plant  and  the  finished  product  to  its 
markets.   All  these  factors  point  to  the  fact  that  the  Riverside  Manufacturing 
Company  is  the  basic  employment  and  industry  for  Murfreesboro  at  present. 

Chowan  College 

Next  in  importance  as  a  basic  "industry"  in  Murfreesboro  is  Chowan 
College.   Although  its  employment  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  R.M.C.'s,  neverthe- 
less it  greatly  aids  the  community  financially  as  well  as  in  other  fields. 
Although  a  college  might  not  generally  be  thought  of  as  a  "basic  industry"  it  is 
very  definitely  that  in  Murfreesboro.   Although  considerable  monies  are  furnished 
the  college  from  the  local  citizens  the  large  majority  of  its  finances  are  from 
Its  students  who  are  from  outside  the  immediate  area.   In  addition,  funds  are 
furnished  the  college  from  the  Baptist  State  Convention.   Thus  the  college 
"brings  in"  considerable  funds  from  the  "outside"  and  thus  qualifies  as  a  basic 
industry.   Its  employment  consists  principally  of:   academic  professors,  which 
constitute  a  1  to  25  ratio  with  students  (i.e.,  four  professors  per  100  students); 


16 


non-academic  professors  (president,  deans,  business  manager,  etc.)  which  will 
number  about  one-half  that  of  the  academic  personnel;  employees  such  as  main- 
tenance, janitorial  and  others;  and  periodical  employment  such  as  construction 
personnel.   Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  employment  will  fluctuate  from  time  to 
time;  being  chiefly  dependent  upon  the  student  enrollment.   During  the  1960 
census  period  it  can  be  assumed  the  employment  directly  attributable  to  the 
college  would  have  been  about  fifty  people.   But,  even  more  important  than  the 
employment  and  money  spent  directly  by  the  college  related  personnel  is  the 
indirect  buying  and  employment  the  college  creates.   In  order  to  satisfy  the 
needs  of  college  students,  a  need  for  new  service  type  businesses  and  employment 
is  created. 

A  further  economic  aspect  concerning  the  existence  of  a  college  in  a 
community  is  the  fact  that  its  students  do  not  require  the  tax  spending 
necessary  that  an  equal  number  of  citizens  would  require.   For  instance,  if 
there  were  about  two  hundred  additional  families  (3  or  3.5  persons  per  family 
or  household)  there  would  need  to  be  a  sizable  local  government  spending  to 
furnish  these  citizens  with  such  things  as  streets,  water,  sewerage,  police  and 
fire  protection,  and  additional  school  facilities.   On  the  other  hand,  an 
average  family  would  probably  have  more  money  to  spend  than  the  equal  (3  or  3.5) 
number  of  studer^s  and  would  also  be  paying  taxes. 

When  the  overall  or  combined  inf luence--inc  ludlng  the  economic  —  Chowan  College 
exerts  on  Murfreesboro  is  considered,  it  must  be  recognized  as  a  basic  industry 
and  very  vital  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

Agricultural  Related 

Also  of  great  economic  importance  is  the  employment  and  businesses  related 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  agricultural  products.   Businesses  closely 
related  would  be  agricultural  crop  processing  and  storage  es  r,d  b  1  i  shmenr  s  ,  farm 
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machinery  and  supply  establishments  and  transportation  businesses.  This  type 
industry  or  business  must  be  classified  as  basic  because  it  brings  money  into 
the  town  from  the  surrounding,  rich  agricultural  area. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  how  many  people  are  employed  in 
agricultural  related  jobs  nor  is  it  possible  to  determine  any  approximate 
salary  from  same,  but  these  type  businesses  and  their  employment  are  very 
basic  to  the  existence  of  Mur f r eesboro .   For  instance,  in  1960  the  total 
value  of  production  for  the  eleven  principal  crops  in  Hertford  County  amounted 
to  $8,918,320.   Of  this  total  tobacco  accounted  for  $3.6  million,  peanuts  $3.2 
million,  corn  $1  million  and  cotton  one-half  million  dollars.   Therefore,  it 
must  be  assumed  that  from  the  nearly  nine  million  dollars  worth  of  agricultural 
products  raised  in  the  county  some  of  this  value  was  distributed  in  Murfreesbbro 
in  the  form  of  agricultural  processing,  storage,  shipping,  etc. 

Transient  Oriented  Business 

A  number  of  businesses  establishments  which  might  ordinarily  be  thought 
of  as  service  type  must  be  classified  as  basic  in  Mur fr eesboro ;  these  are 
chiefly  those  businesses  providing  goods  and  services  to  transient  people. 
Because  people  are  brought  to  and  through  Murfreesboro  by  U.  S.  Highway  158  and 
258  and  often  stop  and  acquire  goods  and  services,  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  outside  capital  brought  into  the  town.   Thus,  even  if  the  Riverside  Manufacturing 
Company  or  Chowan  College  did  not  exist  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
businesses  such  as  motels,  rooming  houses,  restaurants,  gasoline  service  stations, 
etc.  which  would  exist  as  a  result  of  the  transient  travel  through  Murfreesboro. 
Although  their  combined  affect  and  influence  is  certainly  not  as  great  as  the 
previously  mentioned  basic  industries  they  are,  nevertheless,  important. 


18  - 


Construct  ion 

Another  type  business  which  might  ordinarily  be  thought  of  as  service  but 
is  "basic"  in  Murfreesboro  is  the  construction  industry.   Reference  to  Table  IV 
shows  that  98  people  were  employed  in  this  type  business  in  1960.   The  cons- 
truction industry  in  Murfreesboro  is  far  from  localized  in  its  service  because 
a  great  deal  —  or  even  majority  —  of  its  business  is  from  outside  the  immediate 
area.   This  is  certainly  a  stable  industry  and  one  which  will  grow  and  prosper 
as  the  area  develops. 

Others 

There  are,  of  course,  other  establishments  which  might  be  considered  basic 
but  they  are  of  much  less  significance  and  will  not  be  mentioned  here. 

MAJOR  COMMITMENTS 

This  section  deals  with  Mur f r eesbor o ' s  major  commitments  in  employment  or 
the  type  of  business  in  which  the  most  people  are  currently  employed.   These 
categories  indicate  where  people  work,  not  the  kind  of  work  they  do.   It  is 
necessary  to  consider  this  information  to  gain  an  economic  orientation  of  the 
commun  i  t y • 

Retail  Trade 

Reference  to  Table  V  reveals  the  greatest  number  and  hence  percentage  of 
Mur f r eesboro ' s  workers  in  1960  were  employed  in  jobs  relating  to  retail  trade. 
This  percentage  figure  is  unusually  high  when  contrasted  with  the  comparable 
figures  for  the  township,  county,  or  even  state.   The  commitment  of  workers  in 
this  field  is  probably  logically  explained  by  two  well-known  facts — at  least  by 
the  town's  residents — about  the  town;  it  is  an  educational  center  and  a  farm 
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ma  rket  center. 

The  presence  of  approximately  450  students  in  1960,  which  constituted  over 
one-sixth  of  the  population  of  the  town,  makes  a  ready  market  for  establishments 
selling  such  things  as  clothing  and  accessories,  variety  goods,  prepared  foods, 
gasoline,  and  groceries.   Because  there  is  not  a  large  city  within  close  range 
of  these  students,  it  is  logical  to  assume  a  great  deal  of  their  purchases  are 
made  in  Murfreesboro  or  at  least  in  the  county.   Although  the  average  student 
does  not  have  the  purchasing  power  of  a  regularly  employed  worker,  they 
nevertheless  provide  a  sizable  boost  to  the  local  economy.   Marketing  studies 
have  stated  that  the  average  student  at  an  average  institution  of  higher  educa- 
tion spends  approximately  $200  per  year  in  the  community  where  they  are  attending 
school.   Reasonably  estimating  the  money  spent  in  Murfreesboro  by  Chowan  students 
would  total  over  $90,000.   This  money  alone  provides  jobs  for  numerous  employees 
in  retail  related  jobs. 

Murfreesboro  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  agriculture  region  producing 
tobacco,  peanuts,  cotton,  and  corn.   Since  it  is  of  some  size,  it  is  frequently 
visited  by  the  farmer  to  process  crops  and  purchase  needed  farm  supplies  as  well 
as  to  buy  goods  of  a  non-farm  nature.   Thus  the  farmers'  purchases  are  a  substantial 
asset  to  the  economic  base  of  the  community  and  create  jobs  for  the  people  in  both 
farm  product  processing  and  retail  related  fields. 

Not  to  be  excluded  in  the  explanation  of  why  there  is  an  unusually  higher 
percentage  of  workers  in  the  retail  trade  field  is  the  fact  that  the  town  is 
located  on  Federal  Highways  158  and  258  which  facilitates  easy  travel  to  the 
community  and  its  retail  stores  by  both  transient  travelers  and  local  area 
residents.   Trade  with  such  businesses  as  gasoline  service  stations,  restaurants, 
and  other  similar  type  establishments — which  are  included  in  the  retail  trade 
classification — is  greater  and  hence  more  employees  are  needed  than  if  the  town 
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were  not  located  on  major  federal  highway  routes. 

Durable  Manufacturing 

Ranking  second  in  1960  in  number  of  employees  was  the  classification  durable 
manufacturing.   A  more  minute  breakdown  of  this  classification  reveals  nearly 
100  per  cent  of  the  workers  were  employed  in  lumber  and  furniture  manufacturing. 
Representing  this  type  of  manufacturing  is  Riverside  Manufacturing  Company,  the 
town  and  township's  largest  single  employer.   This  company,  producers  of  wirebound 
and  nailed  wooded  crates  and  boxes,  employes  approximately  450  people  fluctuating 
with  the  demand. 

An  analysis  of  Table  V  illustrates  the  fact  that  employees  from  within  the 
township  outside  the  town  proper  number  131  compared  with  the  151  who  live  in  the 
town  in  this  type  employment.   Thus,  Riverside  Manufacturing  Company  furnishes 
employment  opportunities  primarily  for  semi-skilled  workers  living  within  con- 
siderable distance  of  the  plant. 

Educational  Services 

In  1960,  educational  services  provided  jobs  for  144  people  living  within  the 
town  itself.   P er cen tage- wi s e  the  employment  accounted  for  14.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  jobs  which  is  quite  high  compared  with  the  county  average  of  6.6  per  cent, 
the  state  average  of  5.0  per  cent  or  even  the  state  urban  figure  of  6.3  per  cent. 
These  figures,  as  was  partially  the  case  in  retail  trade  employment,  can  be 
directly  attributed  to  the  location  of  Chowan  Junior  College  in  Murfreesboro. 
Although  there  were  only  a  total  of  about  30  teachers  or  instructors  at  the 
college,  total  employment  ran  close  to  60  people,  thus  accounting  for  nearly 
50  per  cent  of  the  total  in  this  classification. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  this  type  employment  can  be  very  beneficial 
to  a  community.   Educators,  besides  commanding  a  good  salary  and  spending  a 
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segment  of  it  in  the  community,  serve  to  increase  the  intellectual  character  and 
ability  of  the  community.   But,  of  course,  their  primary  value — both  to  the 
school  and  to  the  community — lies  in  their  ability  to  disseminate  knowledge. 
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TABLE    VI    -     INCOME    DATA; 


1960 


A.  FAMILY  MEAN,  MEDIAN  AND  PER  CAPITA 

B.  FAMILY  INCOME  BY  CATEGORIES  AND  PERCENTAGE 

FOR 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  STATE  URBAN,  HERTFORD  COUNTY  AND  MURFREESBORO 


A.   FAMILY  MEAN,  MEDIAN  AND  PER  CAPITA 

North  Carolina       State  Urban 


Hertford  County 


Mur  freesboro 


Fami ly  Mean 
Median 
Per  Capita 


$4,838 
3,956 
1,260 


$3,764 

2,714 

853 


$5,836 
4,288 
1,325 


B, 


FAMILY  INCOME  BY  CATEGORIES  AND  PERCENTAGE 


Income 
Ca  t  egory 


North 
Caro  1  ina 


State 
Urba  n 


Hertford 
County 


Mur f  reesboro 


Under  $3,000 

37.  1 

26.9 

2  ,653 

54.4 

192 

33.9 

$3,000  -  $7,000 

43.  5 

46.  1 

1  ,664 

34.2 

256 

45.2 

$7,000  -  $10,000 

12.3 

16.3 

3  43 

7.  1 

66 

11.6 

$10,000  + 

6.9 

10.7 

208 

4.3 

53 

9.3 
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TABLE  VII  -  INCOME  DATA:    I960 
DETAILED  INCOME  CATEGORIES  AND  PERCENTAGE 

FOR 
HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 


I ncome 

Cat  egor  ies 

Hertford 
County 

% 

Mur f r eesbor o 
Township 

% 

Mur f  r eesboro 

% 

Under  $1,000 

1,019 

20.9 

89 

18.4 

83 

14.7 

$1,000 

to 

$1,999 

868 

17.8 

85 

17.6 

46 

8.  1 

$2,000 

to 

$2,999 

766 

15.7 

134 

27.7 

63 

11,1 

$3,000 

to 

$3,999 

627 

12.9 

67 

13.9 

65 

11.5 

$4,000 

to 

$4,999 

420 

8.6 

23 

4.8 

92 

16,2 

$5,000 

to 

$5,999 

316 

6,5 

10 

2,1 

53 

9.4 

$6,000 

to 

$6,999 

301 

6.2 

29 

6.0 

46 

8,  1 

$7,000 

to 

$7 ,999 

159 

3.3 

13 

2.7 

28 

4.9 

$8,000 

to 

$8,999 

103 

2,1 

18 

3.7 

26 

4.6 

$9,000 

to 

$9,999 

81 

1.7 

7 

1.5 

12 

2.1 

$10,000 

to 

$14,999 

131 

2.7 

4 

0.8 

29 

5.  1 

$15,000 

to 

$24,999 

36 

.7 

4 

.7 

$25,000 

and  over 

41 

.9 

4 

.8 

20 

3.5 

Total  Families 

Total  Family 
Income 


4,868   100.0 


$18,321,000 


483 


$1,621, 500 


100.0  567 

$3,309,000 


100.0 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC  DATA 

INCOME 

Tables  VI  and  VII  list  family  income  data  for  the  state,  county  and  township 
where  Murfreesboro  is  located  as  well  as  the  town  itself.   In  addition,  the  family 
mean,  median  and  per  capita  income  for  the  above  mentioned  political  units  is 
also  given  in  the  tables.   A  few  definitions  are  in  order  to  explain  some  of  the 
terms  used  in  an  economic  study.   First  the  above  mentioned  words:   mean  is  the 
numerical  or  qua  n t  i  ta  t  i ve  midpoint  of  a  series  of  numbers  or  the  average  of  all 
the  numbers;  the  median  is  the  physical  midpoint  of  a  listing  of  numbers  and  per 
capita  Income  is  the  average  income  per  person  within  the  study  group. 

Study  of  Table  VI  shows  that  the  county  and  township  mean,  median  and  per 
capita  incomes  are  all  much  lower  than  like  figures  for  the  state  as  a  whole. 
In  fact,  none  of  the  county  and  township  income  figures  are  as  much  as  80  per 
cent  of  comparable  figures  for  the  state.   However,  this  is  more  or  less  to  be 
expected  since  the  basic  economy  for  these  two  areas  is  farming,  which  does  not 
compete  favorably  wage-wise  with  business  and  industry.   Income  in  1960  reported 
for  Murfreesboro,  though,  compares  quite  favorably  with  the  state  income  figures. 
Indeed,  it  surpasses  it  in  each  listing.   The  family  mean  is  nearly  one  thousand 
dollars  more,  and  the  median  over  three  hundred  and  the  per  capita  is  eighty-five 
dollars  more  per  annum.   Although  this  would  appear  to  be  phenomenal,  it  should 
be  remembered  urban  areas  will  rank  higher  in  Income  figures  than  the  state  as 
a  whole.   Murfreesboro  also  compares  quite  favorably  with  communities  in  its 
population  range.   A  good  indicator  of  income  levels  can  be  had  by  noting  the 
total  population  of  a  community.   Generally  the  more  employment,  economic 
opportunities  and  corresponding  higher  wages  will  attract  people  to  work  and 
live  in  the  area.   Hence,  a  smaller  town  generally  cannot  expect  to  compare 
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TABLE  VIII  -  SCHOOL  GRADES  COMPLETED  AND  PERCENTAGE  BY  ADULTS  25  YEARS  AND  OLDER:    1960 

FOR 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  STATE  URBAN,  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 


North 
Caro  1  ina 
No.         % 

State 
Urban 
No. 

7o 

Hertford 

County 

No.          X 

Mur  frees 
Townsh: 
No. 

bo  ro 

P 

7o 

Mur free  s 
No. 

boro 

% 

None 

Elementary   70,827 

3.  1 

23,938 

2.5 

333 

2.9 

44 

4.  1 

7 

1-4          309,226 

13.4 

102,449 

10.6 

2,  142 

18.9 

295 

27.4 

176 

14. 

5-7          575,533 

24.9 

191  ,954 

19.9 

2,861 

25.3 

327 

30.3 

246 

20. 

8          215,066 

9.3 

84,757 

8.8 

803 

7.  1 

38 

3.5 

83 

6, 

High  School 

9-11         392,302 

17.0 

167  ,804 

17.4 

1,663 

14.7 

206 

19.  1 

189 

15. 

12         436,194 

18.9 

200,643 

20.9 

1,  594 

14.  1 

134 

12.4 

220 

18. 

College 
13-15 
16 


163,  131 

144,892 

2,307,  171 


7.  1 

97,786 

10.2     734 

6.3 

93,909 

9.7   1,182 

963,231 

11,312 

6.5 
10.  5 


31 

3 

1,078 


2.9 

.3 


149 

139 

1,209 


MEDIAN 


8.9 


10.4 


7.  1 


6.8 


10, 


Grades 

9-16  + 

High  School  Graduate  and  over 
College  (any)  13.4% 


19.97o 


4  5.87, 
31.  17, 
17.07. 


3  4.7% 

15.67o 

3  .  2  7„ 
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TABLE  IX  -  SCHOOL  GRADES  COMPLETED  AND  PERCENTAGES  BY  NON-WHITE  ADULTS  25  YEARS  AND  OLDER: 

FOR 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  STATE  URBAN,  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  AND  MURFREESBORO 


North 

% 

State 

% 

Hertford 

% 

Mur  f  r  ei 

Ca  r o 1 ina 

Urban 

County 

Towi 

TOTALS 

496,389 

220,854 

5^ 

,  564 

483 

E 1 emen ta  r y 

1-4 

126,403 

25.4 

47  ,886 

2  1.7 

1^ 

,613 

29.0 

147 

5-7 

147 ,927 

29.7 

59,348 

26.9 

1, 

,834 

33.0 

150 

8 

44,703 

9.0 

21,375 

9.7 

409 

7.3 

34 

High    School 

9-11 

72,266 

14.5 

36,241 

16.4 

817 

14.7 

70 

12 

43  ,329 

8.7 

23,693 

10.7 

356 

6.4 

35 

College 

13-15 

12,  188 

2.5 

8,178 

3.7 

87 

1.5 

16 

16  + 

17,430 

3.5 

11  ,994 

5.4 

210 

3.7 

24 

None 

32,143 

6.5 

12,  139 

5.5 

238 

4.3 

7 

Median 

7.0 

99.8 

7.6 

100.0 

6.6 

.1 

6.8 
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TABLE  X  -  HOUSING  CHARACTERISTICS,  CONDITION  AND  PERCENTAGE:    1960 

FOR 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  MURFREESBORO  TOWNSHIP  AND  MURFREESBORO 


North  Ca  ro 1 ina 


No, 


All  Housing  Units   1,322,957 

Condi  t  ion : 

Sound 

But  Lacking 
Ho  t  Wa  t er  and 
Other  PI  umb  ing 

Deteriorated 

Dilapidated 
Total  Standard 
Total  Sub-Standard 


All  Housing  Units 
Condi  t  ion : 
S  ound 


But  Lacking 
Hot  Wa  t er  and 
Other  P  lumb  i  ng 

De  t er  iora  t  ing 
Dilapidated 
Total  Standard 
Total  Sub-Standard 


103,  132 


44,293 


Hertford  County 

TOTAL    POPULATION 
No.  % 


Mur f r eesboro 
Township 


No, 


5,842 


41.2 


912 


615 


33.5 


85,446 

34.  1 

1,241 

61,750 

24.7 

566 

03,  132 

41.2 

912 

47,  196 

58.8 

1,807 

555 


210 


196 


58.7 


Mur f r  eesbo: 


No, 


669 


923,063 

3,296 

56.4 

3  53 

63.6 

457 

168,079 

1  ,054 

247 

41 

270,296 

1  ,893 

32.4 

161 

29.0 

108 

129,534 

653 

11.2 

41 

7.4 

104 

923,063 

69 

8 

3  ,296 

56.4 

353 

63.6 

457 

399,894 

30 

.2 

2  ,  546 

NON 

-WHITES 

43.6 

202 

36.4 

212 

250,328 

2,719 

358 

233 

91 


36 


45.6 

120 

33.5 

64 

20,8 

2  8 

7.8 

78 

33.5 

210 

58,7 

91 

66.5 

148 

41,3 

142 
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favorably  in  wages  with  a  larger  town  or  city. 

Another  important  aspect  of  the  economy  is  the  composition  of  the  total 
income  since  an  extreme  number  on  either  end  of  the  wage  scale  could  possibly 
invalidate  or  produce  an  untrue  picture  of  the  total  income  situation.   It  is 
not  advocated  every  family  or  individual  have  the  same  income,  but  generally  the 
more  evenly  balanced  income  a  community  has  the  better  social,  political,  economic 
and  democratic  life  its  citizens  will  enjoy.   The  higher  the  percentage  of 
families  which  do  not  earn  at  least  $3,000  per  year  the  more  likely  it  is  that 
families  with  more  sizable  incomes  will  be  required  to  pay  a  disproportionate 
share  of  the  tax  load.   In  addition,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  $3,000  per 
annum  is  not  sufficient  to  feed,  house,  clothe,  and  maintain  the  average  family; 
therefore,  poor  housing,  disease  and  crime  are  more  likely  to  occur.   Table  VII 
illustrates  that  Mur f r ee sbor o  '  s  composition  percentage  of  family  income  compares 
very  favorably  with  the  state  and  even  state  urban  average  figures.   With  over 
50  per  cent  of  its  families'  income  in  the  "middle"  income  bracket,  the  town 
has  a  very  good  basis  for-economic  stability.   Also,  with  9.3  per  cent  of  its 
families'  incomes  above  $10,000  per  year  it  probably  gives  the  town  enough 
local  capital  ro  undertake  major  economic  jobs.   But,  it  should  be  remembered 
also  that  one  family  in  three  makes  barely  enough  money  to  live.   This  economic 
condition,  regardless  of  its  prevalence  elsewhere,  can  harm  the  ecetidiiiy  and  living 
conditions  of  the  economically  less  fortunate.   To  raise  the  income  of  these 
one-third  families  would  of  course  be  a  tremendous  boon  to  the  individuals  as 
well  as  the  community. 

EDUCATION 

The  complexity  of  the  modern  world  has  made  formal  education  almost  a 
necessity  if  one  is  to  assume  any  degree  of  responsibility  and  receive  substantial 
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compensation.   Employment  opportunities  with  possibilities  for  future  advancement 
for  the  unskilled  and  unlettered  are  already  severely  limited,  and  the  situation 
is  not  likely  to  improve.   Not  only  is  educational  attainment  closely  related  to 
the  economic  advancement  of  the  individual  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  educational 
level  of  a  community's  population  is  directly  related  to  the  level  of  living  in 
that  community  and  its  prospects  for  growth  and  progress  in  the  future.   For 
instance,  the  educational  attainment  of  a  population  is  of  direct  significance 
and  interest  to  prospective  industrial  concerns  seeking  to  locate  in  an  area. 

Principally  because  of  the  presence  of  Chowan  College  in  the  community  the 
median  education  and  percentage  of  high  school  graduates,  college  education  and 
college  graduates  —  especially  among  the  white  population — is  very  hl-gh  when  compared 
with  area  and  state  figures.   Data  in  Table  VIII  reveals  Murfreesboro  ranks 
higher  p er cen ta ge- wi s e  in  every  category  for  grades  9  through  college  graduation 
than  any  of  the  larger  political  units  in  which  it  is  contained.   In  fact,  the 
town  even  ranks  above  the  state  and  state  urban  averages  for  percentage  of  the 
total  adult  population  twenty-five  years  and  older  with  some  college  education 
or  a  college  degree.   Furthermore,  the  town  has  less  percentage  of  adults  with 
no  education  (  6)  and  a  higher  median  education  (10.5  grades)  than  the  county, 
state  or  state  urban  areas. 

But  before  the  picture  is  painted  too  rosy,  data  on  the  negative  side  also 
needs  to  be  pointed  out.   Nearly  36  per  cent  of  the  total  adults  residing  in 
Murfreesboro  have  only  a  seventh  grade  education  or  less.   It  should  be  emphasized 
that  the  standard  definition  of  literacy  classifies  only  those  individuals  who 
have  completed  at  least  the  sixth  grade  as  literate.   Those  people  who  have  less 
than  six  years  of  formal  schooling  are  termed  functionally  illiterate  because 
they  normally  cannot  read  and  understand  moderately  complicated  directions  or 
make  elementary  arithmetic  calculations.   Most  of  the  adults  In  the  foregoing 
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classifications  are  either  laborers,  workers  engaged  in  private  households  or 
employees  at  some  unskilled  or  semi-skilled  job.   Without  assuming  too  much, 
chances  are  a  high  percentage  of  these  people  do  not  make  a  subsistence  salary 
($3,000  per  year)  and  therefore  they,  their  families,  neighborhoods  and 
community  are  subject  to  unsatisfactory  living  conditions. 

Separate  and  apart  from  the  total  data,  figures  for  non-white  educational 
attainment  needs  to  be  studied  also.   Overall  the  educational  level  of  the  non- 
white  residents  appears  to  be  good  as  indicated  by  the  median  figure  of  6.8. 
However,  the  seven  people  listed  as  having  no  formal  education  are  all  non- 
whites  and  over  three-fifths  of  those  with  an  eighth  grade  education  or  less 
are  also  non-whites.   The  total  number  of  college  graduates  (24),  and  the 
corresponding  percentage  figures  compare  favorably  with  the  state  and  even  state 
urban  figures, 

HOUSING 

Housing,  together  with  income  and  education  are  gross  indicators  of  the 
style  of  life  of  the  people  in  an  area.   An  examination  of  housing  or  structural 
conditions  will  be  the  main  concern  of  this  section. 

Table  X  shows  a  detailed  breakdown  of  the  structural  condition  of  housing 
units  for  Murfreesboro  (a  total  of  669),  the  township,  Hertford  County  and  the 
state  by  total  and  race  of  occupancy.   Examination  of  the  overall  housing  picture 
for  Murfreesboro  reveals  the  town  is  comparable — but  by  no  means  in  good  shape — 
to  the  other  selected  areas  with  68.3  per  cent  standard  and  31.7  per  cent  sub- 
standard housing  units.   However,  there  appears  to  be  an  exceptionally  large 
percentage  of  structures  classified  as  dilapidated.   Dilapidated  housing  may  be 
thought  of  as  in  such  poor  condition  it  is  not  economically  feasible  to  repair 
or  maintain;  thus  generally  the  only  method  of  improving  this  type  structure  is 
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to  rebuild.   In  the  1960  census  survey  104  structures  were  considered  to  be 
dilapidated.   Many  of  the  individual  and  community  disadvantages  of  poor  housing 
are  immediately  apparent  to  the  reader  and  will  not  be  discussed  at  length  here. 
Notice  should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  over  three- four ths  of  this  dilapidated 
housing  is  being  occupied  by  Negroes. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  good  housing  which  exists  in  Mur f r ee sboro  . 
Overall,  sound  or  standard  housing  accounts  for  68.3  per  cent  of  the  total  and 
is  comparatively  very  high.   Structures  occupied  by  white  residents  is  83.9  per 
cent  standard;  nonwhite  is  39  per  cent  standard. 
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FUTURE  TRENDS 

Future  trends  will  now  be  considered.   However,  it  should  be  restated — first 
stated  in  the  introduction — these  estimates  are  not  prognostications  but  merely 
projections  since  they  are  based  upon  past  trends.   These  projections  for  the 
town  are  based  upon  the  present  town  limits  since  annexation  during  this  period 
is  not  likely  because  of  the  sparse  development  on  the  immediate  fringe. 

POPULATION 

Although  normally  a  population  projection  is  derived  from  a  "step-down" 
ratio  technique  based  upon  county  and  township  projections,  circumstances 
prevented  this  approach  in  Mur f r ee sbo r o  '  s  case.   Rather,  future  population  was 
more  or  less  based  directly  upon  an  almost  sure  growth  of  Chowan  College. 
Thus  the  majority  of  any  increase  in  population  will  result  from:   (1)  In- 
coming students  to  Chowan  College  and  related  faculty,  staff  and  personnel  to 
serve  same;   (2)  permanent  in-migration  of  workers  and  their  families  in  service 
type  businesses  to  serve  the  increased  college  students  and  personnel. 

Negative  forces  in  the  future  will  most  likely  be  a  continued  outmigration 
of:   (1)  prime,  working  age  young  people;  (2)  Chowan  College  graduates;  and 
(3)  Negroes,  especially  in  the  young  working  age  groups.   Population  loss  may 
also  result  from  any  decrease  in  employment  at  Riverside  Manufacturing  Company. 

Factors  which  could  greatly  increase  population  beyond  present  expectations 
include  location  of  a  concern  having  a  sizable  employment,  an  increase  in  employ- 
ment by  an  existing  employer  or  perhaps  the  creation  of  a  four  year  curriculum 
at  Chowan  College  which  would  allow  for  increased  students. 

The  total  population  projected  for  1970  within  the  present  boundary  of 
Murfreesboro  will  most  likely  be  within  the  range  of  from  3,5  43  to  3,747.   The 
higher  population  will  depend  upon  the  anticipated  expansion  of  Chowan  College 
and  at  least  a  stable  employment  in  the  other  major  employers.   The  lower 
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population  may  result  if  employment  at  present  decreases  and  a  larger  than 
previous  out-migration  occurs. 

This  increase  will  be  chiefly  in  the  white  age  groups  15  to  24  as  a  result 
of  an  increase  of  about  7  50  students;   an  increase  in  the  overall  age  group  of 
age  60+;  plus  there  will  be  a  slight  percentage  in  non-white  population  resulting 
from  out-migration.   Also  as  a  result  of  the  disproportionate  high  majority  in 
college  male  students  the  male  age  group  15  to  24  will  increase  considerably. 

ECONOMY 

The  economic  future  of  Murfreesboro  appears  to  be  closely  related  to  the 
student  growth  of  Chowan  College  because  it  is  one  of  the  basic  industries  for 
the  town  and  therefore  has  a  tremendous  effect  on  the  community.   Increased 
employment  at  the  college  in  the  well  and  medium  paid  categories  should  help  the 
overall  economy  of  the  town.   Employment  at  Riverside  Manufacturing  Company  in 
Murfreesboro  will  tend  to  decrease  chiefly  because  of  increased  automation,  a 
decreasing  demand  for  its  products  and  the  fact  that  this  industrial  category 
as  a  whole  is  one  of  decreasing  employment.   However,  if  a  diversification  of 
products  in  the  Murfreesboro  plant  were  introduced,  employment  might  remain 
stable  or  increase. 

Agricultural  related  employment  will  probably  slightly  increase  while  trans- 
ient-oriented service  businesses  will  show  a  decreasing  employment  and  hence 
lower  pay  scale.   Retail  trade  will  show  a  sharp  increase  both  in  number  of 
establishments  and  employees.   Construction  jobs  will  certainly  increase  because 
of  the  necessity  of  supplying  housing  structures  to  permanent  in-migration 
f ami  lies. 
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Total  wages  paid,  family  and  per-capita  wages  are  expected  to  increase 
during  the  1960's  for  Mur f r eesboro .   This  will  result  primarily  from  the  newly 
created  employment  which  will  be  higher  paid  and  an  out-migration  of  persons 
holding  "subsistence-wage"  jobs.   This  increased  income  will  in  turn  spur  a 
more  rapid  rate  of  currency  exchange  thereby  improving  the  overall  economic 
picture. 

The  educational  level  of  the  community  will  be  improved  by  the  influx  of 
more  college  students  and  professors  but  a  segment  of  the  population  will 
continue  to  receive  little  formal  education.   This  segment  of  the  population 
which  is  not  properly  educa t ed--ba s ica  1  ly  the  non-whi t e--and  does  not  possess 
skilled  working  ability  will  typically  have  a  low  income  and  be  in  poor  housing 
also. 

Overall  housing  standards  will  likely  become  worse  because  of  the  large 
number  of  structures  presently  classified  as  needing  major  repair.   However, 
if  a  public  housing  program  were  undertaken  during  this  period  it  would  improve 
the  si  tua  t  ion . 
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